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Bull Street Commons
2909-2913 Bull Street, Savannah GA

A History of



Areas of opportunity for further research: 
If more research is warranted, Ethos Preservation would recommend looking further back into deed records, archived 
City of Savannah Permit records, archival research into Sunnyside, and archival research into the King family. This 
path might yield more exact build dates and history of the evolution of the structures and land.

Bull Street Commons was located at 2913 Bull Street, Savannah, Georgia within the Norwood 
Ward. The structure was composed of three separate buildings (five separate dwellings), 
2909 Bull Street, 2911 - 2913 Bull Street, and 4-6 West 46th Street (also known as Pearl 
Street). The buildings were combined with two hyphen additions to create one structure which 
adopted the address of 2909 - 2913 Bull Street.

Information on the structure has been found under multiple addresses:
“2909 Bull Street”
“2911 Bull Street”
“2913 Bull Street”
“White Bluff Road”
“4 - 6 Pearl Street”
“4 Pearl Street”
“6 Pearl Street”
“4 - 6 46th Street”
“4 46th Street”
“6 46th Street”
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2909 Bull Street was likely a wood framed one-story Georgian Cottage. Prior to deconstruction, 
the house featured an exterior side chimney and hipped roof. The original layout would have 
consisted of a hallway and four equally sized rooms. This house was built circa 1890 but had 
undergone material changes early on in its life. The materials of the house were older than 
the surrounding buildings. However, the brick piers, chimney, and fireplace were built from 
machine made bricks indicating the house had been raised and had chimneys added after 
its initial construction. Additional evidence of the house being raised rather than moved was 
the discovery of the original chimney remnants below the house and the framing in the floor 
and roof. The original chimney was located on the interior in the center of the two north 
rooms. The window framing and trim uncovered during deconstruction also indicated that 
the house was altered.. The window framing and trim aligned with the added chimney on the 
north wall. Additionally, the machine made brick masonry had lime mortar indicating these 
alterations were likely completed before the 1920s. By the 1920s, Portland Cement had 
become a widespread popular choice for use as a binder in mortars, replacing lime binders. In 
the 1891 Bird’s Eye View of Savannah, there is a small square house with a side gabled roof 
depicted in the same location as 2909 Bull Street. Evidence is inconclusive as to whether the 
house depicted in the 1891 Bird’s View was the modern day 2909 Bull Street.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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2909 Bull Street
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2911-2913 Bull Street was a wood framed one-story duplex built circa 1900. The building 
had many alterations over the years including the addition of two interior gable end chimneys. 
Upon deconstruction, it was discovered the chimneys were not original, based on evidence 
of two interior hearths uncovered. Additionally, evidence of the original wall locations were 
discovered indicating the original house type was a double Georgian Cottage. Each duplex 
originally had a central hall and four equal sized rooms. 2913’s original chimney location 
was on the interior, centered on the dividing wall of the two north rooms. 2911 would have 
mirrored 2913.  

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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2911 - 2913 Bull Street
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4-6 Pearl Street was a wood framed one-story duplex worker’s cottage with a side gabled 
roof. Built circa 1895, the house would have been two rooms wide and two rooms deep with  
a central shared chimney. The building had numerous alterations including the removal of an 
interior chimney and an altered porch and entrance.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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4 - 6 Pearl Street



In 1884, an advertisement in the Savannah Morning News noted 18 acres of land for sale in 
“Kingsville” upon the passing of Rev. Charles B. King in 1880. Little is known of the use of the 
land and when it was divided into lots. The land was likely used for production of goods prior 
to 1880. The 1860 U.S. Federal Census Slave Schedule lists King’s 10 enslaved people living 
at White Bluff Road (Bull Street today).

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Area Development

Charles B. King Portrait, 1851. 1884 advertisement in the Savannah Morning News.

U.S. Federal Census Slave Schedule listing Chales B. King’s 10 enslaved people. Ages range from 1 to 53 
years of age.



Historically the neighborhood was known as Kingsville and more recently as Bingville.
The first time Kingsville shows up on a map is on the 1875 Chatham County State of Georgia 
Survey Map by Charles G. Platen. 

It was not until 1885 that city  limits had been extended to 12th Street, later known as Estill 
Avenue, and now known as Victory Drive. 

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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1875 Map of Chatham County, State of Georgia by Charles G. Platen.

1884 Extension of the City of Savannah.



In the 1891 Birds Eye View, Kingsville is shown with modest houses and buildings, and much 
of the surrounding area is undeveloped. By 1906, Kingsville had been incorporated into the 
newly extended city limits.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Area Development

1891 Bird’s Eye View showing the Kingsville neighborhood and location of Bull Street Commons.



The Kingsville neighborhood has historically been home to Black and working class residents. 
As the area developed, this trend continued, although many buildings fronting Bull Street 
transitioned into commercial businesses. Eventually, Bull Street became a thoroughfare 
of separation between white middle-upper class on the east side and Black working class 
residents on the west side.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Area Development

The 1929 HOLC Red Line Map highlights the Kingsville neighborhood in pink, indicating it to be “Hazard-
ous.” 



Sunnyside was a majority African American subdivision bounded by 44th Street to the north, 
46th Street to the south, by Habersham to the east, and Bull to the west. This location is now 
the northwestern corner of Ardsley Park.

The federal government planned a hospital complex 
with a surrounding neighborhood of 250 homes in early 
1898 to support the Spanish-American War effort.  The 
hospital never materialized, but Horace Rivers developed 
the small neighborhood into the affordable Sunnyside 
suburb for working class residents. The two, three, and 
four-bedroom houses for rent included newly-built water 
lines to every lot. African American residents made up 
the majority of the population, with just a small number 
of white residents in the suburb.  It did not take long 
for the homes to be rented, newspaper ads advertising 
residences available in Sunnyside had ceased by 1901.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Sunnyside

“A Healthy Locality.” Savannah Tribune 
advertisement for Championville from 
1901.

Entrance to Ardsley Park from Bull Street and 48th Street, 
looking towards the NW corner. 1930s. Georgia Historical 
Society.



As the city continued to expand, Sunnyside became an attractive location for more development. 
Rivers ended up selling a portion of Sunnyside to allow north-south streets to extend past 
Estill Avenue (today’s Victory Drive). In 1910, Germania Bank foreclosed upon Sunnyside. The 
real estate development company of brothers Harry Hays Lattimore and William Lattimore 
purchased the properties with the intention of demolishing Sunnyside and developing Ardsley 
Park. With this development what was once an attractive neighborhood for African Americans 
became  a neighborhood exclusive to  middle and upper class white residents, with explicit 
racial and social covenants on the property deeds.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Sunnyside

1906 Goettes Map showing closeup of Sunnyside Subdivision.



City permits found in the  City of Savannah Municipal Archives show that a few houses from 
Sunnyside were moved west across Bull Street. We believe some of them may still exist today, 
on the south side of 46th Street between Barnard and Whitaker Streets.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street

11© Ethos Preservation, 2023.

Sunnyside

City of Savannah permit application from 1910 asking to move houses from Sunnyside to 
“...south side of 46th st between Barnard and Whitaker St.”



2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Sunnyside

1916 Sanborn Map showing possible Sunnyside houses after being moved to west of Bull Street.

Possible Sunnyside dwellings as seen today, that were mentioned in the 1910 permit application.



Additional records showed that John J. Rourke and George W. Fountain (Fountain was one 
of the few white residents of Sunnyside) received permits to move houses from Sunnyside. 
It is unknown whether any portion of Bull Street Commons was from Sunnyside, but it is a 
possibility. 

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Sunnyside

1910 Register of Permits from City of Savannah Municipal Archives showing G. W. Fountain and John J. 
Rourke applying to move houses from Sunnyside to Norwood Ward.



Bull Street Commons remained residential for most of its life. In 1950, the building became 
a furniture store after all of the buildings were connected by additions. During the time 
businesses occupied the building, some of the space continued to be rented out as a residence.  

Below is the 1916 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map showing buildings before they were connected 
by hyphen additions. By this time, the rear porch of 2909 Bull Street had been enclosed and 
the front porch of 2911-2913 Bull Street had been altered. 4 - 6 Pearl Street is shown as 
having a shingle roof and 2909 - 2913 are shown as having composite roofs.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Building Evolution

1916 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.



The 1950 Sanborn Map shows 4 - 6 Pearl Street and 2911 - 2913 Bull Street connected 
by a hyphen addition. 2911 - 2913 Bull Street is shown to have been altered on the interior. 
The party wall was demolished and a new wall and opening built. This new wall location was 
shifted slightly north of the original party wall. 4 - 6 Pearl Street is shown as now having a 
metal roof. 2911 - 2913 Bull Street is now being used as a furniture store.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Building Evolution

1950 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.



The 1955 Sanborn Map shows 4 - 6 Pearl Street as having a new opening in the party wall and 
an enclosed porch. 4 - 6 Pearl Street is now indicated to be a part of the furniture store. 2911 
- 2913 Bull Street’s porch has been enclosed. 2909 Bull Street is now being used as a store.

2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Building Evolution

1955 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map.



*City Directories have proven unreliable for correctly noting homeowners versus residents. 
Additional deed research would be able to confirm ownership of properties.

2909 Bull Street

1888 - Lot Sold to Matilda Harrison
(Owner) Matilda Harrison

1910 - C.H. Dorsett sold property to Richard Adams (c)
(Owner) C.H. Doresett

1910 - Richard Adams (c)
(Owner) (Resident) Richard Adams (c) (city directories show Richard Adams was a resident of Sunnyside 
prior to moving to 2909 Bull Street)
(Resident) Etta Scott (c) (occupation: Washwoman)
(Resident) Rebecca Stykes (c) (occupation: Washwoman)
1914
(Resident) Lucy A. Pittman (c) (occupation: Cook)
1915
(Resident) Edward Mackay (c) 
1916 - 1920
(Resident) Angus and Essie Aiken (c)
1917 - 1918
(Resident) John (Johnnie) Bryant (c) (occupation: Chauffeur at W.R. Dancy) 
1921 - 1922
(Resident) Joseph (occupation: Auto tire repairer) and Queenie Butler (c) (Queenie was the sister of John 
Bryant and Essie Aiken)
1923
Vacant
1924 - 1927
(Resident) James and Mollie (Mary) Johnson (c)
1930
Vacant

1934 - Emma B. Roberts 
(Owner) Emma B. Roberts
(Resident) George White (c)

Chain of Title/Residents
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1939 - John Rourke 
(Owner) John Rourke
1940
(Resident) Rebecca Himer (c)
1942
(Resident) Lavina Anderson (c) 
1947 - 1948
(Resident) Milton Morrison

1948 - Herman L. Flythe sold property to Emma B. and Karl Derst
(Owner) Herman L. Flythe

1948 - Emma B. and Karl Derst
(Owner) Emma B. and Karl Derst
1950
(Resident) Melton (Milton) (occupation: Car repairman ACL) and Nettie M. Morrison 
1950 - 1955
Karl Derst Furniture Store

2911 Bull Street

1910 - C.H. Dorsett sold property to Jesse Beech (c)
(Owner) C.H. Dorsett

1910 - Jesse Beech
(Owner) (Resident) Jesse Beech
(Resident) Cyrus and Jane Williams and children - Davis, Peter, and Thomas (son-in-law) (c)
1911
(Resident) Lou Williams (c); Peter (occupation: Laborer) and Lula Williams (c)
1913 - 1914
(Owner) (Resident) Jesse (occupation: Laborer) and Lucy Beech (c)
1916
(Resident) Sarah Williams (c)
1917
(Resident) “Tall” Cyrus Marshal (c)
1918
(Resident) Henry Grant
1918 - 1922
(Resident) William and Hester Thomas (c)
1923 - 1930
(Owner) (Resident) Jesse Beech (c); Hester and Mattie Beach (Beech (c)

Chain of Title/Residents
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1932 - 1934
(Resident) Esther Beach (c)

1939 - John Rourke
(Owner) John Rourke
1940 - 1948
(Resident) Jessie Beach (c)

1948 - Karl Derst purchased property from John Rourke
(Owner) Karl Derst
1950
Karl Derst Furniture Inc.

2913 Bull Street

1910 - C.H. Dorsett sold property to Jesse Beech (c)
(Owner) C.H. Dorsett

1910 - Jesse Beech
(Resident) Walter and Susie Blalock (c); William (c) (occupation: Painter at P. Barrett)
 1911
(Resident) Moses (occupation: Laborer) and Mary Johnson (c) (City Directories show Moses and Mary 
Johnson were residents of Sunnyside prior to 2913 Bull Street)
1915 - 1916
(Resident) William (occupation: Farmer) and Hester Thomas (c)
1918
(Resident) J. Carter (c)
1919
(Resident) Samuel Heyward (c)
1920
(Resident) William Houston (c)
1920 - 1921
(Resident) Malinda Davis (c)
1922
(Resident) Fannie Jordan (c) (occupation: Cook); Charles Waters (c); Mae B. Waters (c)
1923 - 1928
(Resident) Joseph (occupation: Driver at Breunan and Co.) and Lula Hall (c)
1927
(Resident) Charles Waters (c)
1928
(Resident) Laura Flemming (c) (occupation: Cook at J.L. Kirby)

Chain of Title/Residents
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1930 - 1932
(Resident) Lula B. Hall (c)
1934
(Resident) Eva Battle (c)

1939 - John Rourke
(Owner) John Rourke
1940
(Resident) Clifford (occupation: Attendant at Marine Hospital) and Elsie Thompson (c)
1942
(Resident) Estella Jenkins (c) (occupation: Cook at N. Mirsky)

1947 - Karl Derst purchased property from John Rourke
(Owner) Karl Derst
1947 - 1948
(Resident) Alvin and Catherine Powell (c)
1950
Karl Derst Furniture
1975 - 1985
Karl Derst Furniture and Interior Decorating

1985 - Karl Derst deceased and property is transferred into Trust
(Owner) Lee Derst Jr., Trustee
1986
(Resident) Jean Mitchel

4 Pearl Street

1900 - Elbert (Albert) and Ellen Scott (c)
(Owner) Elbert (Albert) (occupation: Driver at C.M. Gilbert and Co.) and Ellen Scott (c)
Elbert (Albert) Scott can be traced back to 1889 through City Directories living off White Bluff Road 
(Bull Street)
1909
(Resident) Rosa Jones (c); Maude Jones (c)

1910 - Unknown Owner
1910
(Resident) James Davis and wife (unknown name) and children - Frank and “Unknown” (son) (c)
1911
(Resident) Rebecca Shake (c) (occupation: Washwoman)
1912
(Resident) Jesse (occupation: Cook) and Lucy Beach (c)

Chain of Title/Residents
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1913
(Resident) Amanda Young (c) (occupation: Washwoman)
1914
(Resident) Arthur (occupation: Painter) and Viola Deas (c)
1918
(Resident) Sheppard and Ella Shedrick (c)
1919
(Resident) Joseph (occupation: Driver for Brennan & Co.) and Lula Hall (c)
1920
(Resident) Lula Waters (c)
1921
(Resident) Anna Danley (c) (occupation: works for J.G. Woo)
1923
(Resident) Sarah Owens (c)
1925
(Resident) Ella Frickson (c)
1926
(Resident) Eva Jenkins (c)
1927
(Resident) Mac and Elizabeth Butler (c)
1932
(Resident) Anna Washington (c)
1940
(Resident) Robert Thompson (c) (occupation: Gardner); R.B. Hubert (c)
1942
(Resident) Perry (Percy) C. (occupation: works at airport) and Verta Mae Gerald (c)

1947 - Karl Derst purchased property
(Owner) Karl Derst
1947 - 1948
(Resident) Robert Thompson (c)

1950 - No more records with address

6 Pearl Street

1900 - Elbert (Albert) and Ellen Scott (c)
(Owner) (Resident) Elbert (Albert) (occupation: Driver at C.M. Gilbert and Co.) and Ellen Scott (c)
Elbert (Albert) Scott can be traced back to 1889 through City Directories living off White Bluff Road 
(Bull Street)
1907
(Resident) Rosa Bowen (c)

Chain of Title/Residents
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1910 - Unknown Owner 
1910 - 1911
Jessie (occupation: Laborer) and Lucy (Lizzie) Beach and children - Jessie Jr., Mabel, and Charlotte (c)
1913
(Resident) Charles (occupation: Painter) and Dora Breland (c); Mary Faust (c) (occupation: Washwoman); 
Samuel (occupation: Laborer) and Laura Parker (c)
1920
(Resident) Sarah Owen (c)
1922
(Resident) Ella Murrell (c); John Small (c)
1923
(Resident) Estill Thompson (c)
1924
(Resident) Robert Lee Trice
1924 - 1925
(Resident) Annie Belle Trice
1925
(Resident) Lonnie and Ocie Rhodes (c)
1927
(Resident) William and Pearl Johnson (c); Leola Johnson (c)
1928
(Resident) Sadie Pelote (c)
1930
(Resident) Joe Whitley (c)
1932
(Resident) Roscoe Williams (c)
1934
(Resident) Chas. C. Cochran (c)
1940
(Resident) Edw. (occupation: works at O.S.S. Co.) and Eloise Brown (c)
1942
(Resident) Ruby Dell Jackson (c)

1947 - Karl Derst purchased property
(Owner) Karl Derst
1947 - 1948
(Resident) William (occupation: works at airport and Susie Furse (c)

1950 - No more records with address

Chain of Title/Residents
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2909 - 2913 Bull Street (full structure)

1985 - Karl Derst deceased and property is transferred into Trust
(Owner) Lee Derst Jr., Trustee

1990 - Lee Derst Jr.
(Owner) Lee Derst Jr.
1990 - 1995
Stage Front Costumes, Front Presentations Stage, Production Stage 

1997 - Stella Moore purchased property from Lee Derst Jr.
(Owner) Stella Moore

2015 - Parks and Wolf Investments LLC purchased property from Stella Moore
(Owner) Parks and Wolf Investments LLC

2017 - Bull Street LLC purchased property from Parks and Wolf Investments LLC
(Owner) Bull Street LLC

Chain of Title/Residents
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2909 - 2913 Bull Street

Photos of Interest & Maps
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2909 - 2913 Bull Street

Photos of Interest & Maps
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John Rourke’s 1914 application to the City of Savannah for a permit to remodel and repair the 
front porch of 2911-2913 Bull Street.



2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Photos of Interest & Maps

Johnnie Bryant, resident at 2909 Bull Street.

“Tall” Cyrus Marshall, resident at 2911 Bull Street.



2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Photos of Interest & Maps

Karl K. Derst senior yearbook photo from Georgia School 
of Technology, 1933. Owner of 2909 - 2913 Bull Street 
(including 4 - 6 Pearl Street).



2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Photos of Interest & Maps
2909 Bull Street Cadastral Survey



2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Photos of Interest & Maps
2911 - 2913 Bull Street Cadastral Survey



2909 - 2913 Bull Street
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Photos of Interest & Maps
4 - 6 Pearl Street Cadastral Survey
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